

Somewhere in Kuwait,

Tuesday 15 January 1991

                         Leave was suspended today for officers and men because of the end of

                         the period, (granted) by the (international) Security

                         Council for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait.  We are there and it is a

                         historic right that was stolen from us when we could do nothing.  The

                         army is in a state of total alert to prepare itself against allied and

                         American aggression expected against our well‑loved territory.  I am

                         very worried for my parents because I know what these conditions

                         represent for them.  But God is good.  We wish the war had not

                         happened, but it has, so combat would be welcome.

                         Thursday 17 January 1991

                         "Say this: all that happens is what God has decided for us."  (A verse

                         from the Qur'an).  God has spoken truly.  This morning at 2:45 a.m. I

                         heard military aircraft.  A few seconds later, the guard came in and

                         told me in a voice tinged with caution, fear and consternation,

                         "Lieutenant, lieutenant, there may be bombing."  I dressed quickly

                         and then realized that the American and Atlantic attack against our

                         country was starting and that the war had begun.  This is war, with all

                         that the word implies.  Afterwards, the enemy planes began their

                         intensive bombing on the airfield that we have been assigned to

                         defend, at As‑Salman in Al‑Matna province.

                         I am very worried.  Rather I am very worried for my relatives.  They

                         are alone out there.  And I know how afraid they are.

                         O God!  Protect.

                         O God!  Patience.

                         O God!  Save us all.

Address to the Nation Announcing Allied Military

Action in the Persian Gulf 

January 16, 1991 

Just 2 hours ago, allied air forces began an attack on military targets in Iraq and Kuwait.

These attacks continue as I speak.. 

This conflict started August 2d when the dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless

neighbor. Kuwait ‑‑ a member of the Arab League and a member of the United Nations ‑‑

was crushed; its people, brutalized. Five months ago, Saddam Hussein started this cruel

war against Kuwait. Tonight, the battle has been joined. 

Now the 28 countries with forces in the Gulf area have exhausted all reasonable efforts to

reach a peaceful resolution ‑‑ have no choice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait by force.

We will not fail. 

Our objectives are clear: Saddam Hussein's forces will leave Kuwait. The legitimate

government of Kuwait will be restored to its rightful place, and Kuwait will once again be

free. Iraq will eventually comply with all relevant United Nations resolutions, and then, when

peace is restored, it is our hope that Iraq will live as a peaceful and cooperative member of

the family of nations, thus enhancing the security and stability of the Gulf. 

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein systematically raped, pillaged, and plundered a

tiny nation, no threat to his own. He subjected the people of Kuwait to unspeakable

atrocities ‑‑ and among those maimed and murdered, innocent children. 

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein met every overture of peace with open contempt.

While the world prayed for peace, Saddam prepared for war. 

Tonight, as our forces fight, they and their families are in our prayers. May God bless each

and every one of them, and the coalition forces at our side in the Gulf, and may He continue

to bless our nation, the United States of America. 

George Bush

