“We are at war.  Not for the independence of a couple of colonies, but for the establishment a new nation, where every man is created equal under God”.

General of the American Continental Army during the American war for independence
“The rebels of the American colonies have openly defied the wishes of His Majesty and in accordance with his Divine Right and for the protection of the British Empire, we have been sent here to put down this rebellion, and re-establish commerce with our brethren”.

General of the British Army under Lord Edward Cornwalis 

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of liberty”.

President John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address in 1960

“For the fifth time we have declared clearly that the DRV government in Hanoi and the PRG, the Viet Cong, have never wished to force a Communist government on South Vietnam”.

Le Duc Tho at the Paris peace talks regarding Vietnam in 1972
“At the time I was the assistant superintendent responsible for programs and student services within a school district in eastern Canada.  The principals with whom I worked with alerted me that a form letter from a group of parents was circulating among the schools.  The authors of the letter raised concerns about the negative influence of “horror thrillers” on “impressionable young readers and asked the administration to remove all books of that genre”.

Susan M. Church on the attempted censoring of R. L. Stine’s Goosebumps series
“Dear Editor:


I think those three parents who believe we’re too young to read these books believe that we think that the books are true and we could do what the author writes about.  We’re not dumb.  We know that all R. L. Stine’s and Christopher Pike’s books are all fiction.


I think their books are not at all scary.  On the news, they always talk about people getting killed in Canada or other places.


Some people might disagree, but R. L. Stine’s and Christopher Pike’s books are fiction and worse things happen in the real world.  Look at O. J. Simpson and what he is going through.  I don’t think he read any R. L. Stine and Christopher Pike books.”

From Matthew, a fifth grade student on the attempted censoring of R. L. Stine’s Goosebumps series

“I don’t think we should listen to our children in this matter.  We would hardly let children eat whatever they want or run into the traffic; this is the same sort of thing”.
From a concerned parent on the attempted censoring of R. L. Stine’s Goosebumps series
“From analyzing Stine’s books, the students looked at Stine’s writing style and noted that the plots are predictable and the characters never developed.  All in all they carried out a pretty thorough critical analysis and concluded that there was nothing to get excited about.  As well, I found it interesting that they took a long look at some of the other challenged books, especially ones written for a teenage audience, and decided for themselves that the books weren’t appropriate for their age level.  I didn’t have to intervene at all”.

Geoff Cainen, a sixth grade teacher on his student’s take on the attempted censoring of R. L. Stine’s Goosebumps series
“Will the Prime Minister finally take the responsibility he promised the Canadian people and step down from office because he is clearly in a conflict of interests”.

Tory Leader Joe Clark regarding Prime Minister Chretien’s involvement in the Shawinigan affair
“For two years they have used smears based on no facts, all the time refusing to recognize the truth.  They have it now . . . What they should do is to apologize, turn the page and deal with the problems of the nation.”

Prime Minister Jean Chretien to the House of Commons on his involvement in Shawinigan and the release of some of his personal documents
“My mom is totally irrational. She wants to control everything in my life”

19 year old female living at home
“I just don’t want her growing up, meeting the wrong people and going down the road to no where”.

Mother of the 19 year old female living at home
